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to the Baltic. It might seem that the coming century,
instead of beholding the Pope, after years of obstinate
strife with the house of Swabia, at the culminating point
of his power, and seeing the last blood of the Hohen
staufens flow upon the scaffold, might behold him sunk
into a vassal of the Emperor. It might seem that,
enclosed and cooped in on every side, holding even
spiritual communications with Christendom only by the
permission of the German, the Pontiff might perhaps
be compelled to yield up all the haughty pretensions of
the Church under long, weary, irremediable, degrading
oppression. Powers which he dared not wield, or
wielded in vain, would fall into contempt; the Em-
peror would create Popes according to his own will,
and Popes so created, having lost their independence,
would lose their self-respect and the respect of man-
kind.

But Henry himself, by the curse which, without pene-
trating into the divine counsels, he may be supposed to
have entailed on his race by his atrocious cruelties in
Italy, by the universal execration which he brought on
the German name and the Ghibelline cause, by tyranny
which, after much allowance for the exaggeration of
hate, is too strongly, too generally attested, contributed
more, perhaps, than has been generally supposed, to the
sudden growth of the Papal power.

Henry appeared in Italy: Pisa and Genoa forgot
The Em- their hostilities to join their fleets in his sup-
G itaiy. port. Pope Coolestine bowed before the storm*
Though Henry had neither restored the English gold
nor the hostages, though he still retained possession of
the lands of the Countess Matilda, and was virtually
under excommunication as participant In tho guilt of
Kichard's captivity, the Pope ventured on no measure